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growth legislation to keep 
our economy on the great 
track that is has been on for 
the past three years,” said 
Rep. Nunes. 
 
    Specifically, the Tax In-
crease Prevention and Rec-
onciliation Act prevents sev-
eral current-law tax provi-
sions from expiring in the 
near future. These provi-
sions affect a broad spec-
trum of taxpayers, including 
investors, job creators, and 
middle-income families. The 
two largest pieces of the bill 
are the extension of the 
lower tax rates on capital 
gains and dividends and the  

extension of the alternative 
minimum tax (AMT) protec-
tion. 
 
    Despite securing this vic- 
tory, Congressman Nunes 
still pointed out that broader 
reform is desperately 
needed, “There is still much 
work to be done on the tax 
code, and I look forward to 
working with my colleagues 
on the Ways and Means 
Committee to provide mean-
ingful and fundamental re-
forms that will benefit all 
Americans.” 

Congressman Nunes Joins President Bush for Bill Signing 

    
    On May 17, Congressman 
Nunes joined a select group 
of his colleagues at the 
White House for the signing 
of H.R. 4297, the Tax In-
crease Prevention and Rec-
onciliation Act.  This impor-
tant piece of legislation ex-
tends a number of vitally 
important tax cuts that have 
spurred economic growth 
and reduced the unemploy-
ment rate since first going 
into effect in 2003. 
 
    “I was honored to join 
President Bush for the sign-
ing of this historic bill and 
believe that we must con-
tinue to pass more pro- 
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Rep. Nunes, seated next to Rep. McCotter (R-MI) on the South Lawn of the White House for the tax bill signing 



Rep. Devin Nunes 
maintains two 
offices in the 21st 
Congressional Dis-
trict to serve the 
needs of his con-
stituents. 

 
His main office is 
in Visalia at 113 
N. Church St., 
Suite 208, 93291.  
The telephone 
number is 733-
3861. 

 
His Fresno County  
office is in Clovis 
at 264 Clovis 
Ave., Suite 206, 
93612. The tele-
phone number is 
323-5235. 
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    With prices at the gas pump soar-
ing, Rep. Devin Nunes is once again 
helping take the lead to increase the 
domestic supply of oil and natural 
gas, which could lower prices for con-
sumers and reduce U.S. reliance on 
foreign oil. On May 25, the House 
passed – with Congressman Nunes’ 
support – H.R. 5429, the American 
Made Energy and Good Jobs Act. This 
bill would provide for energy explora-
tion and production in the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) that 
will take place under the most strin-
gent environmental protection re-
quirements ever applied to federal 
energy project, using the most so-
phisticated 21st Century technology available. 
 
   The coastal plain of ANWR is of particular interest for its massive energy potential, which is esti-
mated to be the largest discovery of oil in the United States.  In April of 2003, Rep. Nunes traveled 
with members of the Resources Committee to Alaska, where they held a field hearing on possible 
energy development in the area. 
 
   “I expected to see mountains, trees and caribou. For the most part, it’s 19 million acres of flat 
land covered in ice,” Rep. Nunes said. The House is proposing allowing oil and gas production on 
2,000 of the 19 million acre refuge.  Unfortunately, the Senate has not recently acted on a bill al-
lowing exploration in ANWR, and the American people are feeling the impact every time they go to 
fill up their cars. 
 
   He added, “Had President Clinton not vetoed the ANWR Bill in 1995, then we would have a mini-
mum of 1 million additional barrels of oil a day flowing into the lower 48 states.” 
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ANWR Exploration Passes the House Again  

    As the May 15 deadline 
for seniors to sign-up for 
Medicare’s prescription 
drug benefit has come and 
gone, Congressman Nunes 
took time to praise the im-
pact the new program is 
having on the lives of sen-
iors in the San Joaquin Val-
ley. 
 
    “38 million seniors are 
now receiving prescription 
drugs for free or for drasti-
cally reduced prices, and I 
was proud to support the 
passage of this measure,” 
said Rep. Nunes.  
 
    Approximately 90 % of 
Medicare beneficiaries are 

now receiving this benefit, 
with nearly 60,000 residing 
in  Tulare and parts of 
Fresno Counties.  The com-
mitment by House Republi-
cans to provide opportuni-
ties for people to get per-
sonalized assistance and 
make a decision whether to 
enroll in the benefit, contrib-
uted to over 50,000 Medi-
care events having been 
held in towns across Amer-
ica.  But, there is more work 
to be done. While the next 
open enrollment period be-
gins on November 15, some 
people can still sign-up pen-
alty-free. This includes sen-
iors and individuals with 
disabilities who have limited 

income and resources, vic-
tims of Hurricane Katrina, 
as well as those who turn 
65 in the coming year. 
Those who think they fall 
into one of these categories 
should apply by calling the 
Social Security Administra-
tion at 1-800-772-1213. 
 
    Congressman Nunes 
added, “I strongly urge any-
one that is eligible to review 
the plans and sign-up as 
soon as possible.”  

Medicare Prescription Drug Sign-up Period Closes  

Rep. Nunes, flanked by CHP Officer Mark Walker (left) and Tulare 
Mayor Richard Ortega (right), applaud the start of the project 
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    On May 31, Rep. Devin Nunes held his 3rd Annual Central Val-

ley Ag Tour with more than 40 community and business leaders. 
The day-long tour took the group by charter bus to six locations 
for a behind-the-scenes look at the nation’s most diverse and 
productive agricultural region. 
 
   Traveling with the group this year as the Congressman’s spe-
cial guest was California’s State Director of USDA Rural Develop-
ment, Ben Higgins.  Mr. Higgins was appointed by USDA Secre-
tary Mike Johanns in March of 2006 and has a background in 
the cattle industry. 
 
 “Folks in the community often overlook the fact that our area is 
the nation’s largest producer of agriculture products, and I think 
this is a good opportunity to remind them of that” Rep. Nunes 
said. “Agriculture represents 21 percent of all income and 25 
percent of employment in the Valley, so it’s important for local 
officials to have a good understanding of the issues and con-
cerns that farmers and producers face every day.” 
 
 The tour schedule this year included: 
 
• Campos Brothers Almonds 
• A-G Sod Farm 
• Kearney Ag Center 
• Ruiz Foods  
• Family Tree Farms 
• Bravo Farms 

Congressman Nunes Holds 3rd Annual Central Valley Ag Tour  

Top Right:  Congressman Nunes listens to a presentation at Campos Bros 
Almonds in Caruthers 
 
Middle:  Congressman Nunes with Ben Higgins, California’s State Director 
of USDA Rural Development at Bravo Farms in Traver 
 
Bottom Right:  Congressman Nunes tours the A-G Sod Farm in Caruthers 
 
Bottom Left:  Fred Ruiz tells Ag Tour participants about the work being 
done at Ruiz Foods in Dinuba 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
    As reported last year, Highway 99 is now eligible for extensive improvements thanks to two key provisions written by Rep. Nunes 
that were included in the national transportation bill. The first provision designates Highway 99 as a national high priority corridor, 
which makes it eligible for new federal dollars. The second provision makes Highway 99 eligible to become a federal interstate. 
 
    The graphic above highlights just how impressive the task was to get Highway 99 included in the high priority corridor program.  
The transportation bill included few new entries to the program but Highway 99 was the only one west of the Rocky Mountains.  
The Farm to Market Corridor is listed as number 54 above. 
 
    “Highway 99 has been neglected far too long,” Rep. Nunes said. “Making Highway 99 a six lane freeway from Bakersfield to 
Sacramento is very important, and I’m pleased to see that we are on the right path to getting that accomplished.”  
 
    The federal transportation bill also includes money for several projects in Fresno and Tulare counties, including: 
 
♦ $7.6 million for Highway 180 improvements in Fresno 
♦ $6.5 million to widen Highway 99 from Goshen to Kingsburg 
♦ $3.2 million for farm-to-market roads in Tulare County 
♦ $2.8 million to improve traffic flows between connected highways in Fresno 
♦ $2.4 million to widen Highway 198 from Highway 99 to State Route 43 
♦ $1.6 million to widen the Ben Maddox Way bridge in Visalia 
♦ $1.2 million for traffic improvements to Ave. 416 near Dinuba 
♦ $1.6 million to widen Friant Road to four lanes with bicycle lanes 
♦ $240,000 for traffic improvements to Willow and Herndon in Clovis 

Congressman Nunes Once Again Highlights Future Improvements to Highway 99 


